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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in tliis application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 June 
2007 has been entered. The Examiner acknowledges the amendments to claims 1 and 
11-12, as well as the addition of claims 21-23. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-17 and 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bocionek et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0099273). Bocionek et al. 
(hereinafter Bocionek) disclose a medical information system which retains and 
processes information from various sources for use in clinical care delivery. Regarding 
clainis 1 , 3, 8-9 and 22, Bocionek teaches a system for analyzing medical treatment 
data associated with medical treatment from a plurality of patients to determine a 
treatment guideline based on treatment administered to a plurality of patients, and for 
updating at least one medical device (infusion pump 85) with the guideline ([0020], 
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[0027], [0030]). Database 75 stores medical treatment data associated with medical 
treatments delivered to a plurality of patients; the medical treatment data including a 
plurality of treatment parameters for each of the plurality of patients and a treatment 
parameter value associated with each treatment parameter such as vital signs, drug 
interactions and patient organ images ([0018], [0020], [0024], [0028], [0029]). A 
processor connected to the database is configured to compile from the medical 
treatment data a plurality of treatment parameter values associated with a selected 
treatment parameter, analyze the values and determine a treatment guideline 
representing acceptable values for the selected parameter, such as potential drug 
interactions [0022]. Decision functions 15 and 17 automatically supply a medical device 
such as an infusion pump with an optimized drug dosage [0027]. With further reference 
to claim 3, database 77 stores preestablished medical treatment guidelines [0020]. 

Regarding claims 2 and 4, a statistical distribution is provided by the analysis of 
the complied treatment parameters as evidenced by alarm function 27, serving as a 
function of optimized thresholds. Decision support functions 15 and 17 determine new 
or improved treatment solutions, thus adjusting acceptable values for the selected 
treatment parameter in the preestablished guidelines [0027]. A message based on a 
particular analysis may be displaced to a user on a monitor or an interface display 
[0035], thus generating a report of the analysis or comparison in accordance with claims 
5 and 6. 

With respect to claim 10, the medical treatment data may include patient 
physiological data such as vital signs. Decision support functions derive conclusions 
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based on the vital signs and available patient data and parameters to optimize settings 
and thresholds ([0026]-[0027]). 

Regarding claim 11, Bocionek teaches a plurality of medication administration 
devices 81-87 for multiple patients, each associated with data acquired from a patient 
including patient identification, medication and operating parameters. A central 
processor 19, 21 is configured to receive medical treatment data from the administration 
devices and a database 77 operatively connected to the processor stores 
preestablished medical treatment guidelines representing acceptable values for the 
medical administration device operating parameters. Interface 90 interconnects medical 
devices within a patient's room to the central processor. The processor is further 
configured to compile a plurality of parameter values associated with a selected device 
operating parameter, analyzed the values and determine a medical treatment guideline 
based on the analysis representing acceptable values ([0016], [0017], [0028]). 

Referring to claim 12, Bocionek teaches a method of communicating medical 
treatment data associated with medical treatments delivered to a plurality of patients, 
the treatment data including a plurality of treatment parameters for each of the plurality 
of patients and a treatment parameter value associated with each parameter; compiling 
from the treatment data a plurality of parameter values associated with a selected 
parameter; analyzing the complied treatment parameter values, determining an optimal 
treatment guideline based on the analysis and providing the optimized guideline to an 
infusion pump from a remote location ([0018], [0020], [0024], [0027]-[0030]). Regarding 
claim 13, a statistical distribution Is provided by the analysis of the complied treatment 
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parameters as evidenced by alarm function 27, serving as a function of optimized 
thresholds. 

With reference to claim 14, database 77 stores preestablished medical treatment 
guidelines [0020]. Decision functions 15 and 17 compare compiled treatment 
parameter values such as from patient monitoring devices to the acceptable values for a 
treatment parameter retrieved from preestablished medical treatment guidelines in 
database 77 [0024]. The decision functions determine new and improved treatment 
solutions which are substituted for the existing solutions in database 77, thus creating 
an updated medical treatment guideline [0026], in accordance with claim 15. A 
message based on a particular analysis may be displaced to a user on a monitor or an 
interface display [0035], thus generating a report of the analysis or comparison in 
accordance with claims 16 and 17. 

Regarding claims 19-21, database 77 is dynamically updated to incorporate 
improved treatments and their associated medical outcome results [0020]. A processor 
connected to the database compiles from the medical treatment data a plurality of 
treatment parameter values associated with a selected treatment parameter, analyzes 
the values and determines a treatment guideline representing acceptable values for the 
selected parameter, such as potential drug interactions [0022]. 

With respect to claim 23, Bocionek teaches a system for analyzing medical 
treatment data associated with medical treatment from a plurality of patients to 
determine a treatment guideline based on treatment administered to a plurality of 
patients, and for updating at least one medical device (infusion pump 85) with the 
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guideline ([0020], [0027], [0030]). Database 75 stores medical treatment data 
associated with medical treatments delivered to a plurality of patients; the medical 
treatment data including a plurality of treatment parameters for each of the plurality of 
patients and a treatment parameter value associated with each treatment parameter 
such as vital signs, drug interactions and patient organ images ([0018], [0020], [0024], 
[0028], [0029]). A processor connected to the database is configured to compile from 
the medical treatment data a plurality of treatment parameter values associated with a 
selected treatment parameter, analyze the values and determine a treatment guideline 
representing acceptable values for the selected parameter, such as potential drug 
interactions [0022]. Decision functions 15 and 17 automatically supply a medical device 
such as an infusion pump with an optimized drug dosage [0027]. Alarm function 29 
generates an alarm based on vital signs collected from patient monitoring units. 
Decision support functions derive conclusions based on medical data and patient vital 
signs and parameters and optimize the alarm function settings and thresholds [0026]. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 1 June 2007 with respect to the objection to claim 1 1 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection to claim 1 1 has been 
withdrawn. 
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5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6, 8-10, 12-17 and 19-20 under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) citing Mcllroy (758) have been fully considered but are moot in view of 
the new grounds of rejection citing Bocionek (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0099273). 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) citing 
Coutre ('506) have been fully considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of 
rejection citing Bocionek (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0099273). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christine D. Hopkins whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 9058. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor, II can be reached on (571) 272-4730. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 830Q. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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^ Supervisory Patent Examiner 

Christine D Hopkins Art Unit 3735 

Examiner 
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